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Introduction
To identify ‘ABILITY’ amidst ‘disability’ is a noble task and indeed one of divine job. There existed a
time, when the disabled were kept out of society’s frame of thinking and they were considered a bad
omen to the family and society. As a result the disabled lots were subjected to oppression, derision, and
all sort of humiliation. There are instances of some parents, who have killed their disabled children out
of shame. But gone are the days of subjugation and humiliation; we are in an era of awakened
humanity, wherein opportunities have raised the lives and hopes of many, irrespective of caste, color,
gender, disability. Today ‘disabled’ is a gone word, and it’s replaced by “DIFFERENTLY ABLED”. In
this regard ORBIT (Organization of Bidar Integral Transformation) has done wonders with the able
assistance from AIFO by launching the Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) program in Bidar.

The aims of the CBR program :
To integrate differently able persons into the mainstream of the society.
To help people with disabilities, by establishing community-based programs for social
integration, equalization of opportunities and rehabilitation programs.
To empower them by giving guidance and awareness to the differently abled persons. Thus it
works as a double edged sword in changing the mindset of the public and the differently abled
as well.

Activities
A number of activities were carried out in the year 2014 successfully, for the benefit of the PWDs in all
the five Talukas of Bidar. The coordinator and animators have put in their whole heart to help the
PWDs in all their possible capacities. The helps rendered are not direct, in terms of cash/kind, but the
indirect constant support to empower them and fight for their cause were great and worthy of mention.
Most of the community based works involved accompaniment all through to avail the government
schemes and benefits, which otherwise would not be pocket by them. In this regard a lot of hard work
has gone behind this program. The results are priceless notwithstanding.
FOLLOWING ARE THE STATISTICS SHOWING THE SUCCESS OF CBR PROGRAM:
No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Identity Card
PHP
Bus Pass
Housing
Corrective Surgery
Marriage
Admission to School

Bhalki
20
22
14
10
04
15

B.Kalyan
22
15
129
13
10
05
09

2

Aurad
03

03
06
03
04

Humnabad
20
15
04
05
05
05

Bidar
15
08
20
01
01

Total
80
60
147
51
22
18
28

8
9

Pregnant women mothers(ANC/PNC)
Bank Linkage

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Artificial Limbs
Crutches
Tri Wheeler
Hearing Aids
Tri-Cycle
Training
SHG s
Child Helpline to disabled children
Education Help (Scholarship)
Community Based Meeting
Federation Meeting
Uniform Distributed
Physio Therapy
Counselling
Toilet facilities

150
2SHG
(2 Lk)
02
04
04
05
16

15
11
06
18
600
06

100
5SHG
(6.5Lk)
04

116
1
(1.5Lk)
02
02
08

115
2SHG
(1.5Lk)

02

29
24

01
05
16

05
06
11

01
13
11

24
205

42
688
02

03
05

04

17

09
11
10
120

90
2SHG
(3.5Lk)
01
01
10
03
03
16
04
07
11
02
15
300

631
15Lks
09
07
25
09
11
37
103
04
06
50
55
08
109
1913
08

Other Programs:
VANA MAHOTSAVA: Bidar is a dry land, thirsting for the ‘rain gods’ to shower rain. In order to
facilitate rain there should be a green revolution.
Vana Mahotsava in this regard is a major
program in this district. And it becomes more
special, when it’s done by people with
difference. Vana Mahotsava was conducted in 9

places (Basavakalyan, Bhalki (3), Bidar (3),
Humnabad and Aurad) by different DPOs and
Federations and thereby communicating the need
to ‘Go Green’ by the differently able persons in
Bidar. A total of 180 plants were planted in the
process. A total of 1028 people took part in the
Vana Mahotsava. And they are taken care by the Differently abled themselves today.
SENIOR CITIZEN’S DAY: This was a special day conducted by the CBR team of ORBIT in October
2014. In Humnabad, Aurad, Bidar, Basavakalyan a program each was conducted and 2 separate
programs were held in Bhalki district in connection with Senior Citizen’s Day. Different

3

dignitaries were invited for the programs and information was given to the senior citizens and to
the public such as laws favoring senior citizens, rights, toll free 1090, homes and shelters for
seniors, bus & train passes for Senior Citizens etc. a total of 476 attended and benefitted from
these programs. It was one of first such celebrations remembering the old generation and they
all appreciated and congratulated ORBIT for the same.
WORLD DISABILITY DAY CELEBRATION: December 3 is generally celebrated as the World Disability
Day around the globe. Accordingly on 10 December 2014 World Disability Day was celebrated
in Sacred Heart Church, Bidar in the
presence of dignitaries and members and
representatives of Ravi Kirana Jilla
Angavikalara Okkoota, Bidar. A Total of
124 members participated in the program.
In the morning hours different types of

sports and games were conducted for the
participants. And in the afternoon stage program
was held. Fr. Bapu inaugurated the Program and

appreciated the efforts of the CBR Team in
trying to mainstream the differently abled of
the society. The Program was graced by the
dignitaries such as Mr. Subramanya Prabhu
(Director, Sharada Rudsetti), Fr. Varghese
(Director, Don Bosco, Bidar), Fr. Pradeep, Sr.
C
h
ristine Misquith and Smt. Rajamma (Taluka
Panchayath SHC). The differently abled were
exhorted to fight for justice unitedly and they
were given out prizes for the competitions
conducted. The program came to a close with
lunch and sweets.
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CHILD-PARENT WORKSHOP: Keeping in mind the wellbeing of the differently-abled children, in all
the 5 Talukas a total of 31 workshops were organized. The workshops were aimed at
enlightening the parents of the differently-abled and training the affected children to do basic
chores of life without help of others. At the same time with the help of resource persons, the
hidden talents of the affected children were brought to light. The duties of the parents in
handling these special children were taught. In fine the workshops were a tool to infuse
confidence in the children to be normal citizens of the society and the role of the significant
others to help them in this process of mainstreaming.
STRENGTHENING OF TALUKA AND DISTRICT FEDERATIONS: Forming DPOs (Disabled Person’s
Organization) is more effective and powerful than individual striving. And it is a known fact
among the exploited lot. Taking
this concept a bit further effected
in formation of Federations at the
Taluka level. Subsequently 5
federations were formed in each
of the 5 Talukas. The monthly
meeting date also was fixed as
4,5,6,8 and 10 of every month in
Humnabad,
Bhalki,
Aurad,
Basavakalyan
and
Bidar
respectively. Each federations
have had 12 meetings in the gone
year and gained loads of
knowledge on schemes and
facilities for the Differently abled in the governmental filed and also in other public-private
sectors. The effort to tap 3% from MLA quota is bearing fruit as a result, but slowly. This is a
forum not only to gain knowledge of the schemes, but its also a forum to know each other and
share their grievances among themselves. As a result there are instances of marriages taken
place among them. To take the federations to a new level District level Ravi Kirana Jilla
Okkoota was formed and its functioning well.
COMMUNITY MEETINGS (SAMUDAAYA SABHE): To
have a better relationship with the stakeholders
and the Differently abled members community
meetings were held. In these meetings Gram
Panchayat PDO, Gram Panchayat Members,
Anganawadi Teachers, Asha workers, CBR
animators, SHG women, Bank officials and
PWD members would be present. In these
meetings different ways how community can be
of help and support to the PWDs in self
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employment, scheme availability, quotas, identifying disability, cleanliness… were explained to
the PWDs. In all 5 Talukas 44 such meetings were held and a total of 1255 people participated
in them.
SKILL TRAINING PROGRAMS: CBR animators
organized as many as 82 skill training
programs for the DPO members of all the 5
Talukas. More than 630 PWDs participated in
them and made the maximum use of the
training given to better their life-style and lifethinking. Trainings were given regarding
animal husbandry, goat rearing, chicken
farming, tailoring, petty shop maintenance,
pan shops, saree designing … This was aimed
at providing a sense of security to the PWDs and to enable them to live independently with
dignity.
PROGRAMS ON NUTRITION TO PREGNANT WOMEN/MOTHERS: In most of the Anganawadis of Bidar
District Nutri-health Awareness programs
were held to facilitate better prenatal care to
the pregnant women and mothers. As many as
22 such programs were held and 320 worthy
candidates participated in the programs.
Awareness on healthy food habits and the
need to consume greens, cereals, and
nutritious food, to keep away from birth
related illness resulting in disability.
COMMUNITY
BASED
REHABILITATION
PRGRAM: A special Meeting was arranged for
the Ravi Kirana Federation, in which the AIFO officials (Mr. Jayanth and Mr. Patrick) visited
the federation and gave awareness and did routine
accounts check up. Mr. Jayanth motivated the
federation members to see positive things amid
negative environment and succeed in life. He said that
disability should be used as a tool to excel in life. He
said that looking for sympathy is a crime and that the
PWDs lack nothing, if properly motivated. Mr. Suresh
Gornalli also supported Mr. Jayanths view and
exhorted the members to be focused in life. It was a
useful eye opener program for the differently abled to
see for themselves those who have excelled in life,
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despite disability.
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AIFO TEAM FIELD VISIT: Mr. Jose (Representative of AIFO India), Ms. Anna and Ms. Maria (AIFO
ITALY Volunteers) paid a visit to Aurad
and Bhalki - the work area of ORBIT-CBR.
They were accompanied by Fr. Bapu
(Director, ORBIT), Mr. Ravi Koddikkar
and Mr. Suresh. They were cordially
welcomed by the CBR animators of the
respective Taluka and the PWDs of the
area. The members of DPOs explained the
benefit they received through the
intervention of ORBIT and all the good
life-enriching experience they received by
ORBIT. After that Mr. Jose spoke on the
occasion and briefed the intention and aim
of AIFO in introducing this Community
Based Rehabilitation Program in Bidar. As many as 48 and 45 PWDs took part in the interaction
program in Aurad and Bhalki respectively.

Conclusion
When children do well in life, parents are happy and proud. It’s a moment of joy, which make them
very proud. It’s the same with ORBIT, the parent organization for all the Differently abled members of
Bidar. ORBIT has every reason to be proud that many of the PWDs have made the best use of the help
provided to them under the CBR program, and today they do well and are happy. With the able support
of AIFO India, ORBIT has strengthened its wings and is ready to do much more things in future. The
coordinator and animators have been the backbone of ORBIT in its efforts to light the otherwise dim
life of all PWDs in Bidar. We pray that ORBIT is able to do much more greater things for all the PWds
in Bidar in the coming years.
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