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MESSAGE FROM AIFO'S PRESIDENT
Dear reader,
The objectives of our Annual Report and Social Balance include our desire to show the
validity and enthusiasm our Association which follows its “Vision and Mission” inspired by
the words of R. Follereau, Against leprosy and all leprosies to
build the "civilization of love". The world we work for is one that
holds human beings in its centre and is aware of human dignity as
something that belongs to everyone and is not influenced by any
differences, diversities and disabilities.
For this we operate at different levels, through international
cooperation projects, and training courses, exhibitions and
conferences in Italy.
Persons affected with leprosy, personal with physical and mental
disabilities, primary health care programmes especially focusing on women and children,
and, working for marginalized population groups – these are the areas of our work through
local partners for promoting empowerment, self-dependence, leadership and responsible
communities.
End of 2014 saw the successful conclusion of multi-country project on mental health,
carried out in collaboration with CoPerSaMM (Permanent Conference for Mental Health in
the World), with a workshop held in Trieste, in which representatives of China, Brazil,
Liberia, Mongolia and Indonesia took part.
We have made significant progress in increasing the autonomy of our sister organisations
in India, Brazil and Mongolia, that share our same Mission and Vision, though each with
its own socio-cultural interpretation. Each of them is active in education, fund-raising and
reaching out through media.
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Deciding to continue our work in Liberia, was another crucial decision this year. We asked
ourselves, how can we abandon a country at such a crucial moment of its need due to ebola
infection. We have been working in that country at community level for so many years and
we have an excellent network of knowledge and people on the ground, in the villages and
counties. We reasoned that this knowledge was fundamental for promoting the prevention
of Ebola, and we need to continue there.
Another important area of our work that I wish to highlight is our “children projects” that
operate in difficult areas, reaching out to malnourished children, out of school children
and children with disabilities, to give back hope and their negated childhoods.
The long crisis in Italy has not stopped us, though it continues to create new difficulties for
which we must continuously find new solutions. We could not have all this without the
support of all those who help us, who share our belief that we all share the same sky and
that no one can be happy alone. Thanks to all of you from the bottom of my heart.

Dr Anna Maria Pisano
AIFO's President
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AIFO'S MISSION AND VISION
AIFO's vision is to promote activities that contribute to building and spreading of a
"civilization of love". AIFO's mission is to support cooperation which promotes selfdevelopment of people and carries out specific programmes in social and health areas:
In poor areas of the developing world

In rich areas of the world

In the poor areas of developing world, the
target groups of AIFO's activities are "the
excluded persons" - persons affected with
leprosy,
persons
with
disabilities,
marginalized groups. Through treatment of
diseases, especially leprosy, through
support to primary health care and
physical, social and mental rehabilitation,
of groups at social risks, AIFO wishes to
promote inclusion, so that those who are
"excluded" can become active citizens by
reacquiring dignity and equality. We wish
that those who are excluded, become the
starting point of community-building.

In the rich areas of the world, the target
groups of AIFO's activities are "all the
persons" of the society, with special
attention towards young people, in order to
create awareness and stimulate their
conscience
against
the
culture
of
indifference, greed, violence, fear and
selfishness. AIFO wishes to promote a
society of human beings who believe in
solidarity, who are respectful towards
diversity, who are sensitive to the problems
of the "excluded persons", who are willing
to commit themselves to experiences of
voluntarism, and are thus knowledgeable
citizens.

Today more than 800 persons are volunteers-members of AIFO, and they come from
different social, political and religious backgrounds from all over Italy. The diversity
among our members is seen as an added value for AIFO because it helps us to understand
and work in partnership with persons and organisations in different countries. In a
democratic system, the volunteer-members elect the delegates to the General Assembly of
AIFO and its Board of Directors, all unpaid volunteers, who give their time and expertise to
AIFO without any personal monetary gain.
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STRATEGIC PROGRAMME AND OPERATIONAL PLANS OF AIFO
AIFO's five year's strategic and operational plan was approved in its General Assembly in
May 2011. During 2014, AIFO worked to consolidate the activities for this plan that will
conclude in 2015.
In June 2014, the Board of Directors of AIFO together with its General Assembly approved
a document on “Guidelines and Directions” that took account of the existing economic,
social and ethical crisis, along with the weakening of Euro that had a negative impact on
AIFO’s funding to the projects and proposed that “we need to do more.”
General objective of AIFO is to promote interventions in social and health domains against
the conditions of under-development, poverty, under-nutrition and marginalization that
cause persistence and diffusion of conditions like leprosy and create barriers around
persons with physical, mental and social disabilities. Specific objectives of AIFO’s work in
Italy and around the world are:
In developing countries and in poor
areas




Fighting against leprosy by promoting,
supporting and coordinating initiatives
for prevention, cure and rehabilitation,
integrated in the primary health care
services; supporting leprosy referral
services where necessary for taking care
of complications and consequences of
leprosy; supporting and promoting
organisations of persons affected with
leprosy.
Promoting,
supporting
and
coordinating
community-based
rehabilitation initiatives for and with
persons with disabilities, with a special
attention
towards
persons
with
disabilities due to leprosy & persons
with mental illness; focusing on persons
forced to live in conditions of extreme
vulnerability and under-development,
especially women and children, who are
marginalized and face grave social risks.

In Italy and in rich areas of the world


Promoting fund-raising campaigns in
order to work in poor areas and
developing countries.



Working for a culture of peace, justice,
solidarity and respect for environment,
that values human beings, recognises
their fundamental rights, and works in
order to overcome structural causes of
misery, oppression and every form of
exclusion.



Promoting initiatives of development
education, inter-cultural education and
citizenship, especially for young people,
focusing on difficult relationships
between international cooperation and
complexity of migration processes;
training and refresher courses for
school teachers and health personnel
are organised on these themes.

In order to reach these objectives, AIFO promotes collaboration, networking and sharing
among its volunteer members, supporters and friends; and builds alliances and synergies
with other NGO and government institutions, both Italian and international.
To highlight the key activities of AIFO during 2014 in this social balance, apart from the
main activities, some examples of best practices from the AIFO projects are also presented.
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION: PROJECTS IN
2014
All the development cooperation projects in Africa, Asia and Americas implemented in
2014, followed the AIFO Project Guidelines, which can be found on AIFO web site
www.aifo.it
Country Programmes
In each country, AIFO's work is guided by a country programme with their plans of Action.
In countries where AIFO has a wide range of activities (Brazil, India and Mongolia), the
country programmes are managed by Country Coordinators, which have a high number of
initiatives, have "AIFO Country coordinators”.
As regards Bazil and India, country programmes are under two independent Associations,
linked to AIFO through its General Assembly, namely BRASA – Brasil Saùde e Acao,
and Amici Trust India.
AIFO Country coordination and local Associations promote the development of
sustainable initiatives as well as, are involved in communication and training initiatives,
fund raising, feasibility studies and preparation of project document, networking with local
partners and national and international agencies operating in the same fields of interest.
Typologies of actions and beneficiaries
Since its beginning, AIFO has been involved in responding to the social and health related
problems caused by leprosy. Therefore they promote early diagnosis of this disease, its
treatment, prevention of disabilities, social and physical rehabilitation, health education.
Over the past 20 years, rehabilitation and social inclusion activities of all AIFO supported
projects are targeted to all the persons with different physical, mental and social
disabilities at community level. Community based Rehabilitation (CBR) and Communitybased Inclusion (CBI) are the main approaches adopted by AIFO in these projects.
During 2014, AIFO supported the following kinds of project activities:


Leprosy and primary health care;



Rehabilitation of persons with physical, mental and social disabilities.

Activities in favour of children (children with leprosy, with disabilities, who live in remote
areas, with difficult access to education and health structures) are carried out in both this
typologies of activities.
In 2014, AIFO undertook specific activities in Liberia to answer the emergency situation
created by Ebola infection that has left deep social and economic scars in the affected
countries.
Partners
All project activities are carried out in collaboration with local partners in countries where
AIFO operates. They facilitate the direct participation of beneficiaries in the management
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of project cycle, in the analysis of external risks and preconditions for the development of
the actions, and promote the respect of local culture and traditions (correct use of
appropriate technologies), and ensure the sustainability of goals achieved.

Geographical Distribution of AIFO Projects in 2014
Africa (7 countries)

18 projects

Asia (5 countries)

21 projects

Central & South America (2 countries)

10 projects

Multi-country

3 projects

Total projects of AIFO in 2014

48* projects

*In total 14 countries
AIFO Projects in 2014 According to Kind of Activities
Leprosy and primary health care

28 projects

Rehabilitation

17 projects

Partner support teams

3 projects

Total projects of AIFO in 2014

48 projects

AIFO Projects in 2014 According to Partners
NGO and local movements

14 projects

Governments

20 projects

Multiple (Governments, NGOs, Faith-based)

3 projects

Partner support teams

3 projects

Total projects of AIFO in 2014

48 projects
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REPORTS FROM AIFO PROJECTS
More detailed information about AIFO supported projects including project reports in
English, Portuguese and French are available on the AIFO webpage:
http://www.aifo.it/english/proj/project_reports.htm Here, we aim to provide some brief
information about some specific projects from 2014 that were especially significant for
AIFO and can be considered as Best Practices.
“MOTHER EARTH” – EXPERIENCES OF AN AIFO PROJECT IN GUINEA
BISSAU
The experiences and lessons learnt from the three years of a mother and child health care
project in Gabu region in Guinea Bissau were brought out in a book “Mulheres de Gabu –
Saude e Mobilizaçao Nò Leste da Guinea Bissau” in 2014. This project focused on
community mobilization, inspired by the community-based rehabilitation (CBR) strategy,
to deal with issues of maternal mortality and infant malnutrition.
Creation of self-help groups and income generation activities were key project actions,
along with setting up of a community alarm system for identifying violence against women.
This project is carried out in partnership with Ministry of Health of Guinea Bissau.
The experiences of this project were documented in the book as mentioned above.

EBOLA EMERGENCY IN LIBERIA
In 2014, in one year 24,000 persons had Ebola infection and more than 10,000 had died
due to this infection. In Liberia, one of the countries most affected by the crisis, AIFO had
organized actions of social mobilization and distribution of health materials in
collaboration with Ministry of Health of Liberia and with the German Leprosy & TB Relief
Association (DAHW).
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Through the community set-up of the community-based rehabilitation (CBR) programme
supported by AIFO, activities of Information, Education and Communication (IEC) were
organized for promoting early diagnosis of cases. All the CBR staff was specifically trained
for these activities, and they in turn, trained a vast number of community volunteers.
The Ebola related work in Liberia was co-funded by Autonomous Province of Trento and
by the Italian NGO network FOCSIV.
FROM COUNTRY COORDINATIONS
India – Fight Against Leprosy
Among the different programmes carried out by
the India Country Coordination of AIFO is the
support to the national and state health services
for the fight against leprosy. For example, AIFO
is engaged in the leprosy control programme in
Assam, in the north-east part of the country.
The programme in Assam complex for a number
of reasons – difficult social situation due to
militants and separatist groups, geographical
isolation and border area with migration
problems. Though India reached the goal of
reducing the leprosy prevalence to less than 1 per
10,000 in 2004, the number of new cases
remains high, also in Assam.
Leprosy programme in Assam faces three main
challenges – difficulties in early diagnosis, the
social stigma against the disease and the large
number of migrants from neighbouring areas.
The programme strategies operate in two main
directions – improvement in the functioning of
government health care and campaign against social stigma.
Support to the Government services is through training of the health personnel,
organisation of a referral system, regular supervision support, preparation of learning and
technical materials and operation research. There is collaboration with the Guwahati
Medical College for organisation of reconstructive surgery for persons with disabilities due
to leprosy.
The activities include a community-based rehabilitation project in collaboration with a
NGO in a tribal area in southern part of Assam.
Mongolia CBR Programme
The vast geographical area, the low population density and the lack of infrastructures in
large part of the country, are responsible for difficulties of access to the health services in
Mongolia. Persons with disabilities face additional difficulties due to physical barriers and
lack of transport services. In addition, they face difficulties in access to education,
vocational training and social welfare services. Since 1991, AIFO is involved in starting and
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sustaining the national community-based rehabilitation (CBR) programme in Mongolia in
partnership with National Rehabilitation Centre.
For reaching different parts of the vast country, the CBR programmes works through the
network of family doctors and the paramedical health care workers, who operate as CBR
workers and supervisors.
Since 2011 whole Mongolia is covered under the CBR programme under the Government
of Mongolia. The programme promoted the adoption of a standard national disability
identification module based on the World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines, for
national collection of disability data. In 2014, 4% of the population was identified as
persons with some disability, who benefit from the CBR programme.
AIFO also works in partnership with national organisations of persons with disabilities
(DPOs). In 2014, these organisations carried out a monitoring of the implementation of the
U.N. Convention on rights of persons with disabilities in Mongolia.
Since 2006 AIFO works actively with national NGO “Tegsh Niigem” for the management of
the national CBR programme.
Brazil: Working with Vulnerable Children
Over the last decade, Brazil has made a great progress in reducing poverty and childhood
malnutrition. However, there are still pockets where poverty and malnutrition continue to
be problems. At present AIFO
supports 4 projects for vulnerable
children in Brazil – Nutritional
Recovery Centre Centrinho and
Familia Agricola school in Porto
Nacional (Tochantins), Pastoral do
Menor project in Abaetetuba (Para)
and Vila Esperança cultural centre in
Goias Velho (Goiania). During 2014,
these four projects helped 3,144
children and adolescents.
The activities of these projects include
facilitating access to education, health,
vocational training and the respect of
the human rights.
For example, Centrinho in Porto Nacional promotes activities for prevention of
malnutrition. Mothers of the children are involved in different activities of this centre
including the information and training activities, participation in management and
maintenance of the centre. The families are followed through home visits.
The Familia Agricola school is involved in Alternative Pedagogy for the children of the
farmers to ensure that they can become more aware and active farmers of tomorrow.
The projects in Abaetetuba and Goias Velho are also involved in learning appreciation of
indigenous and African cultures of the children.
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BENEFICIARIES OF AIFO PROJECTS
The number of beneficiaries of AIFO projects is only one of the ways to understand and
quantify their impact. Numbers do not examine the quality of the activities and the
changes triggered by the process of development that the initiatives aim to promote.
Nonetheless, even with their limits, numbers give a global glance of the actions of AIFO
and, at the same time, provide a lens to compare the work of the Association over the years
and notice how the work of the Association has been changing over decades.
AIFO has a consolidated monitoring system that uses standard forms for annual collection
of basic and minimum common information from all projects that receive support from
AIFO. There are standard forms for collecting information from leprosy, primary health
care, rehabilitation, children and development projects.
Data collected through monitoring forms, through analysis of trends, allows AIFO to
monitor the progress of different activities and areas that need specific support or
guidance. It also helps in providing feedback and, if needed, capacity-building for the
partner organisations.
For the most important projects, all this work is is complemented by field visits for field
assessments. The following table presents an overview of all the different beneficiaries in
the projects supported by AIFO in 2014:

Kind of Activities
Diagnosis and
treatment of
Leprosy

Africa

Americas

Asia

Total

807

5,412

20,141

26,360

1,440

14,737

15,294

31,471

53

65

2,410

2,528

Building/repairing
houses

0

0

73

73

Formal and
informal education

14

10

2,071

2,095

Other beneficiaries
leprosy patients

23

12.115

3,416

15,554

Primary health
care

21,778

0

183,756

205,534

TOTAL

24,115

32,339

227,161

283,615

Treatment of
complications due
to leprosy
Social and
economic
rehabilitation
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BENEFICIARIES
LEPROSY
PATIENTS AND
PRIMARY
HEALTH CARE
2014
Community-based
rehabilitation

4,157

1,517

96,347

102,021

513

0

10,788

11,301

Children projects

2,974

2,548

1,896

7,418

TOTAL OTHER
BENEFICIARIES
2014

7,644

4,065

109,031

120,740

31,759

36,404

336,192

404,355

Community
development

TOTAL
BENEFICIARI
2014

PERSONS AFFECTED WITH LEPROSY IN AIFO SUPPORTED PROJECTS IN
2014
As far as the diagnosis and treatment of leprosy is concerned, there were 26,360 new
cases of leprosy in projects supported by AIFO in 2014 - 21% in Americas, 76% in Asia
and 3% in Africa. (Graph 01 on left) 10% of them were children below 15 years. 55% of new
cases were Multi-bacillary (MB). However the higher percentage of Pauci-bacillary (PB)
cases in Asia showed that the disease still active in that part of the world.
On the other hand, 31,471 persons with complications of leprosy (such as reactions,
neuritis and foot ulcers) received care in these projects in 2014. For example, 2,411 persons
had eye operations while 10,679 persons were treated for neuritis and reactions.
Number of persons with disabilities due to leprosy, benefiting from community-based
rehabilitation (CBR) programmes - there were 2,736 persons affected with leprosy in the
AIFO supported CBR programmes in 2014.
Many of the leprosy projects supported by AIFO promote and support setting up of selfhelp groups of persons affected with leprosy. These groups are involved in different
activities including savings and credit funds as well as, in care and prevention of secondary
and tertiary disabilities.
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Ex-Patients

20000
Ex-Patients
New Cases

0
2010 2014

Graph 01: Evolution of new cases and ex-patients with complications in AIFO projects
(2010 – 2014)
Finally, in AIFO supported projects in 2014, there were 32 associations of persons with
disabilities caused by leprosy.
PERSONS BENEFITING FROM PRIMARY HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN AIFO
SUPPORTED PROJECTS IN 2013
With some rare exceptions, all AIFO supported projects working for leprosy control are
integrated into primary health care services. In a few cases, AIFO supports leprosy control
services integrated with tuberculosis or other specific disease control programmes.
During 2014, a total of 205,534 persons benefited from primary health care (PHC) services
in AIFO supported projects. For example, beneficiaries of few specific PHC activities
include the following:


Persons with other dermatological conditions: 63,135



Persons with pulmonary infection: 17,909



Persons with malaria: 1,472



Children with intestinal parasites: 21,411



Women with severe anaemia: 3,322



Vaccination of children: 10,138



Persons receiving anti-TB treatment: 10,107
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PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN AIFO SUPPORTED REHABILITATION
PROJECTS IN 2014
Majority of rehabilitation projects, involving persons with disabilities and supported by
AIFO, are based on Community-based Rehabilitation (CBR) approach. As shown in
graphic 3 (below) showing the beneficiaries of CBR activities in 2014, these programmes
reach out to all the different groups of persons with disabilities, including persons with
physical and psychosocial disabilities, as defined in WHO CBR Manual. These projects are
active in all the five domains of activities as defined in the CBR matrix - health, education,
livelihood, social and empowerment. However, AIFO places greater attention towards
activities in health, social and empowerment domains.

Different kinds of Disabilities among
CBR Beneficiaries

Others
10% Learning
Mental 8%
illness
10%

Convulsions
5% Leprosy
3%

Vision
9%
Hear &
speech
13%

Physical
42%

Graph 02: Different groups of persons with disabilities in AIFO supported CBR projects
(2014)
During 2014, CBR projects supported by AIFO reached out to 102,021 persons with
disabilities, including 24% children below 15 years. Among these persons there were:


2,736 persons affected with leprosy



4,429 persons benefitted from prosthetic and orthopedic devices



2,036 self-help groups with 23,212 members



711 associations of persons with disabilities with 37,614 members



14,525 persons who received loans for starting income generation activities



56,334 persons had home visits by CBR workers

CBR projects have a special focus on supporting local organisations of persons with
disabilities (DPOs) and self-help groups (SHGs). Many AIFO supported CBR projects
created networks starting with SHGs in villages, that link with each other and form

15
AIFO Italy Annual Report 2014

federations of SHGs. SHG federations send representatives and create district or regional
level DPOs. Both DPOs and SHGs, promote participation and inclusion, and play a
fundamental role in implementation and monitoring of UN Convention on Rights of
persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
MARGINALIZED POPULATION GROUPS IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES IN AIFO SUPPORTED PROJECTS
Community development activities are integral part of all CBR programmes. In some
specific backward and under-developed areas, along with activities involving persons with
disabilities, some AIFO supported projects have community development activities
involving other marginalized population groups. These activities focus mainly on income
generation and access to education.
In 2014, these community development activities involving marginalized population
groups reached a total of 11,301 persons including 

8,725 poor families



2,112 families from indigenous population groups

Promoting self-help groups, especially of poor women, is a key activity of these projects.
During 2014, community development activities supported by AIFO counted about 779
groups of SHG with 11,197 members.
VULNERABLE CHILDREN IN AIFO SUPPORTED PROJECTS
In all its project activities, AIFO places a special emphasis on reaching out to children. This
is true of leprosy, primary health care and CBR projects. In addition, some existing leprosy
and CBR projects supported by AIFO have specific activities targeted at other marginalized
groups of children in their project areas.
During 2014, a total of 68,930 children below 15 years directly benefited from some
activities in AIFO supported projects, as shown in next table:
Children in AIFO supported projects, 2014
Africa
In
projects

Latin
America

Asia

Total

children

2,974

2,548

1,896

7,418

In leprosy projects

115

472

1,939

2,526

In CBR projects

689

48

23,347

24,084

In PHC projects

3,263

0

31,639

34,902

Total children

7,041

3,068

58,821

68,930

16
AIFO Italy Annual Report 2014

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES & COLLABORATIONS
AIFO conducts scientific activities, recognized internationally, in two main areas – leprosy
control and CBR. These activities involve persons working in different AIFO projects, the
World Health Organisation and, Italian and foreign universities.
LEARNING MATERIALS, TRAINING COURSES & WORKSHOPS
In 2014, in collaboration with Italian Medical Students’ Association (SISM) and Abruzzo
and Molise regions of Italy, a seminar on “Neglected tropical diseases and access to
medicines” was organised at the Chieti Medical College. Another seminar was organized in
collaboration with medical faculty at Catanzaro in Sicily on “Diseases of poverty”.
In April 2014, under the Palestine CBR
project in collaboration with Italian NGO
Educaid, a 3 weeks long training course on
“Emancipatory
Research”
was
organised for a group of thirty five (35)
Palestinian women with disabilities.
In May 2014, an AIFO delegation took part
in the annual World Health Assembly in
Geneva and held discussions with the
Blindness & Deafness Prevention and
Disability (BDD) team of WHO. An AIFO
delegation also took part in a meeting on
participatory research organised by the
International Disability & Development
Consortium (IDDC) in Cambridge (UK) in May 2014.
AIFO maintains a documentation centre with specialized materials on leprosy & CBR.
University students often visit this centre for research related to their thesis work.
INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS
Official relationship and joint plan of work with the World Health Organisation are the
most important part of the international collaborations of AIFO.
It also continues to be an active participant in the activities of two international federations
of which it is a founder member – International federation of anti-LEProsy associations
(ILEP) and International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC).
SUPPORT TO HEALTH ORGANISATIONS
AIFO supports two important Italian health related organisations by hosting their
secretariats and supporting their work – the Italian Association of Leprologists (SIHAN)
and the Italian Global Health Watch (OISG).
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DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ACTIVITIES
AIFO is a grassroots organization with members spread all over Italy. In 2014, there were
49 official groups of AIFO with 801 AIFO members. Addresses of individual AIFO groups
are available on its website www.aifo.it Some of AIFO groups are formal organizations
registered locally while others are informal organizations.
AIFO is recognized by Italian Ministry of Education as an organization competent for
organising training on inter-cultural issues for school teachers. AIFO organises regular
activities of development education for its group members, for school teachers and for
general public.
The continuing socio-economic crisis in Italy was a dominant point of discussions in the
AIFO groups and Board during 2014, for identifying new paths of work related to the
themes of solidarity, peace, right to health and on how to create a more just and inclusive
society.
Development Education activities in Italy are carried out by individual AIFO groups in
their schools and communities with some support from the AIFO head-office. Some of the
more significant activities in 2014 included the following:

Summer Camp
In August 2014 AIFO organized a summer camp in Lanusei (OG, Sardinia) for
representatives of AIFO groups, on the issues of “Lives liberated or to be liberated?”
touching on life experiences of hope and freedom.
Study Visit
In October 2014 a study tour for AIFO groups was organised to different AIFO supported
projects in India.
Training Courses for Young People
After the event “Arena of peace and disarmament” held in Verona in April 2014, young
people from AIFO groups gathered in Milan for a weekend on the theme “When the
commitment becomes solidarity”. They visited the Charity House at the San Fedele
cultural centre of Milan and met the emigrants and other persons involved in a social
inclusion project.
Project Ria-Culture
In 2014 continued the solidarity libraries project of Rome Libraries Association, aiming to
support a public library created in the Korogocho slum area of Nairobi, as part of
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KOSCOBAR CBR project. In May 2014, a meeting was held at Valdese church of Rome on
the theme “Dear Solidarities” and in December, a solidarity tombola competition was
organised in the Flaminia library..
Project Who Sows Rights Reaps Citizenship
This project co-funded by the Lazio Region, is aimed at training opportunities for
volunteers, school teachers and persons working in social sector, on the themes of human
rights, responsible citizenship and social integration. In March a practical workshop on
peer education was held. A book presenting best practices from AIFO projects was also
prepared.
Project Peace 2014
Four (4) municipalities of Bologna province - Castello D’Argile, Pieve di Cento, Galliera
and S. Pietro in Casale - jointly co-funded an event “Signs of peace” involving local
voluntary associations and different schools.
Project Cooperating for Inclusion
The project co-funded by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs was carried out by
different members of the RIDS network of which AIFO is a founding member. Under this
project, activities will organized till end of 2015 including different seminars and
workshops, both in Italy and abroad (in Palestine, Mozambique and Tunisi) on the World
Disability Day. Specific information and learning materials will also be prepared for this
project. Planning for the implementation of this project with different AIFO groups was
initiated in 2014.
Activities with schools
Development and intercultural education activities involving school teachers and students
are carried out by almost all the AIFO groups. During 2014, 10 AIFO groups were involved
in organizing upgrading training courses for school teachers in Lombardy, Piedmont,
Liguria, Veneto, Tuscany, Lazio, Apulia, Abruzzo and Sicily regions of Italy.
The activities included the 4th edition of essay competitions for primary, middle and
secondary schools on the theme "Raoul Follereau and the Right to Health for All". Twentysix (26) schools from different parts of Italy took part in the competition.
Twinning between schools in the areas where AIFO supports projects in the developing
world and Italian schools is another area of activity. In 2014, twinning projects between
Italian schools and schools in Liberia, Kenya, Comores islands, Mozambique and Brazil
were organized.
School related activities included two refresher training courses for school teachers in
Bologna and Imperia provinces. The courses focused on human rights and the right to
freely practice different religions in the multi-cultural societies.
A number of exhibitions were also organised including the following – Mozambique: the
force of people, Gher from Mongolia, Looks of Women, Nothing without women – Images
and stories from AIFO projects, and, Images between Light and darkness.
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COMMUNICATION AND AWARENESS
AIFO has a communication plan targeting different groups of persons and institutions in
Italy, including members, supporters and donors. During 2014, the principal
communication tools of AIFO continued to be the monthly magazine and web site. The
magazine was completely redesigned and the first number of the magazine in the new
edition was issued in January 2014.
AIFO MONTHLY MAGAZINE
AIFO publishes a
monthly magazine
in Italian called
"Amici
di
Follereau". During
2014, the magazine
became of 24 pages
completely
in
colour. A total of
397,450 copies of
this magazine in 11
issues
were
distributed, mainly to subscribers in Italy but also among Italian speaking persons in other
countries. The issues including one monographic volume in April 2014 focusing on
projects.
WEBSITES, SOCIAL NETWORKS AND BLOGS
AIFO has an Italian website at www.aifo.it For the members, supporters and donors, AIFO
has a Facebook page (in Italian) and an Italian blog called Amici di AIFO
(www.amicidiaifo.org ).
AIFO's website also has an English section http://english.aifo.it/ that provides information
for partners, learning materials on leprosy and CBR, and access to archives of Leprosy
Mailing List. Many of the AIFO country offices and partners have their own websites.
AIFO also has a Youtube channel where you can see the AIFO videos and campaign
materials (http://www.youtube.com/user/RedazioneAIFO?feature=watch). Most of these
are in Italian.
Fund raising
Overall, in 2014 two specific campaigns were carried out – on the occasion of the World
Leprosy Day at the end of January 2014 and a mailing campaign “To live is to let others
live” focusing on the mother and child project in Guinea Bissau. The World Leprosy day
campaign included collaboration with the association of the Italian football referees and
thus the A series of the football matches.
AIFO has a base of about 22,000 active and regular donors that together contributed a
total of 2.3 million Euro as donations in 2014.
People leaving funds and properties to AIFO in their testaments is another source of
income for AIFO though no specific campaigns were carried out in this area. 2014 saw an
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increase in the funds received in this way with more than 800,000 Euro, contributing to
about 18% of total donations received in 2014.

AIFO Campaigns
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ANNUAL BALANCE 2014 - Patrimonial state
ACTIVE
FIXED ASSETS
Non Tangible Assets
Software
Trademarks

2014

2013

48,163
480

Tangible Assets
Land & Building
Equipment etc.
Other assets

804,703
88,256
13,495

PASSIVE

NET PATRIMONY
Free Patrimony
62,996 Available fund
Re-evaluation reserve
(Law 185/2008)
Carry over or negative
from management
834,143 Bound patrimony
105,915 Patrimony for projects
7,013 Bound reserve

Financial Investments
Participations
Bank titles as guarantee

Total net patrimony
21,997
0

977,094

2013

2,278,960
848,958

1,998,277
848.958

44,059

-24,329

1,045,273

1,350,285

600,000

600,000

4,817,250 4,773,191

21,997
0 Risk fund and costs
Misc. fund

Total Assets

2014

56,448

1,422

25,179

19,566

81,628

20,988

552,847

528,707

78,661 Suppliers

105,826

134,239

333,921 Other debts

102,585

101,238

53,480

59,884

41,720

35,279

303,610

330,640

1,032,064 Risk fund project

accounting

ACTIVE CIRCULATING
Final residuals

Total risk fund and
costs
64,204

95,605
Staff social fund

Short-term credits projects
Credits from other
associations
Credit from It. Foreign
Ministry
Credit from Intern. Bodies
Credit from local bodies
Credit from contributions
through groups

138,000
3,734
730,053
33,644
69,717

195,200 Debts

46,103 Debts towards providence
61,268

Long term credits projects
Credits from other
associations

inst.
Tax debts

Total debts

180,000

223,000
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Credits from Ext. Aff.
Ministries
Credits from Intern. Bodies
Credits from local bodies
Total credits for
projects
Other credits
Credits on taxes
Other credits

0
223,796
0
1,378,944

0
104,893

Testaments
Testaments and mat.
Donation

1,165,675

0 Passive carryovers
527,701 Total passives

1,543,283

1,778,823

2,481,368

2,659,157

0
7,298,619 7,432,349

1,465,855 TOTAL PASSIVE &
NET PATRIMONY
10,305
53,778 Order accounts
Funds to be sent to
projects (short)
Funds to be sent to
projects (long)
1,085,752 Funds for Dev Edu. (short)
Total for projects

Non fixed financial
activities
Investments
Available cash
Cash box
Bank & post

630,000

24,071
2,888,952

Total circulating
income
Carry overs
TOTAL ACTIVE

690,198

318,973

843,039

882,847

217,383

-

1,750,619

1,201,820

-

-

-

-

630,000
Titles for bank guarantee
8,704
3,002,276 Bank guarantees received
from others

6,256,738

6,327,274

64,788

48,010

7,298,619

7,432,349

ITALIAN ASSOCIATION AMICI DI RAOUL FOLLEREAU
FINAL BALANCE 2014
Management Accounts
Income
Donations
Income from 5/1000 tax
Contributions from private associations
Contributions from Italian Foreign Ministry
Contribution from international organisations
Contributions from municipal, provincial & regional
bodies
Contributions from municipal, provincial & regional
bodies through Groups

2014
2.211.235
117.545
364.097
0
747.202
3.760

2013
2.414.695
117.073
296.805
296.805
646.177
78.053

69.258

37.645
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Testaments
Variations in residual funds
Total income

835.013
-31.401
4.316.710

583.056
47.965
4,444,107

Costs
Campaigns
Publications
Testaments
Institutional activities
Cooperation projects
Development education projects
Staff
Total costs

431.402
263.540
67.391
110.045
2.204.545
8.943
1.009.352
4.095.218

439.680
196.433
61.078
97.228
2.479.538
38.087
1.058.137
4,370,181

221.493

73,926

9.135
-5.110

12.374
-8.370

30.763
-41
0
34.748

13.311
-1.323
0
15,992

-392.125
11.953
-380.173

-85.439
21.887
-63.552

Extra-ordinary Income & costs
Extra-ordinary income
Extra-ordinary costs
Total Extra-ordinary Income & costs

216.258
-19.145
197.113

6.573
-24.471
-17.899

Results of exercise of taxes

73.180

8.468

Taxes

-29.121

-32.797

44.059

-24,329

Institutional operational result
Costs and income for credit management
Interest on postal and bank accounts
Costs on postal and bank accounts
Income on bank investments
Costs on bank investments
Costs for bank guarantees
Results of financial management
Allowances and released allowances
Allowances
Released allowances
Total Allowances and released allowances

Result of the exercise

Note: AIFO's annual balance 2014 is certified by Ernest and Young auditors.
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AIFO, Bologna Italy - May 2014
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